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<Introduction of Zermatt>
As Switzerland’ s foremost sightseeing resort area, thousands of tourists from
both Switzerland and abroad visit Zermatt throughout the year.

Nestled in the Swiss Alps, Zermatt is surrounded by twenty-nine mountain
peaks over 4000 meters high, of which the Matterhorn and Monte Rosa are
perhaps the most famous. These mountains are incredibly popular as hiking
and mountain climbing destinations. In addition, because there is snow year
round, winter sport enthusiasts visit the area throughout the year.

For the purpose of protecting the environment, aside from emergency
vehicles, vehicles equipped with internal combustion engines cannot be
driven within the city of Zermatt. Only horse drawn carriages and electric
automobiles can be driven through the town. Policies being implemented that
preserve streets lined with traditional log houses in addition to efforts to keep
clean air unpolluted by gas fumes balance the ongoing need for a healthy
environment and the growing tourism industry. The main language spoken in
Zermatt is now German.
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<Fujikawaguchiko and Zermatt: the Making of the Friendship City>

In July of 2015, while former mayor of Fujikawaguchiko Yoshiyasu Watanabe
was visiting Switzerland and Austria, the surpassing beauty of Zermatt, the
lofty peaks of the Matterhorn, and the successful application of green energy
left a deep impression on him. After an introduction from Fujikawaguchiko’s
local railway company Fujikyu Corporation to its sister company, the
Matterhorn Gotthard Railway Company, the common features between
Zermatt and Fujikawaguchiko such as the popular mountain tourism became
increasingly evident to Mayor Watanabe. With the help of these two
companies, Zermatt and Fujikawaguchiko established friendship ties. From
this point on, Fujikawaguchiko looks forward to collaborating, sharing our
cultures, and celebrating our newfound friendship.
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